Rights for People
People – Responsibility for Corporations – Duties for States:
tates:
Towards an International
International Treaty on Business and Human Rights
Rights.
ights.
Workshop and discussion
Thursday, 27 September 2018
2pm – 10pm
TAK Theater im Aufbau Haus
Moritzplatz (U8)
Eingang Prinzenstraße 85 F
(über den Prinzenhof)
10969 Berlin
Transnational corporations commit serious human rights violations worldwide; many of
these go unpunished. In 2014, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) set up
an intergovernmental working group to negotiate a legally binding instrument with the aim
to regulate, in human rights law, the responsibility of transnational corporations and other
business enterprises.
The EU and Germany have so far positioned themselves as onlookers in this process and
continue to rely on voluntary, non-binding initiatives in cases of human rights violations by
transnational corporations and business enterprises. This means that the EU - and Germany
in particular - is not living up to its international responsibility with regard to human rights.
Meanwhile, the process at the United Nations currently offers the possibility of adopting a
treaty on business and human rights that is binding under international law.
Two weeks before the next round of negotiations of the intergovernmental working group
which convenes from 15-19 October in Geneva, the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation (RLS)
would like to take the opportunity to draw attention of the public in Germany to this process
and remind the Federal Government of its human rights responsibilities
For this purpose, we have invited experts from civil society for a strategy workshop on 27
September 2018. In the evening, we will hold a public event with a film screening and a
panel discussion.
discussion

Human rights regulation of the global economy
Strategy workshop
Start: 2pm
The third session of the open-ended intergovernmental expert working group (OEIWG) was
held in October 2017. Despite opposition from some countries, it is certain that a fourth
session will be held in October 2018. Over the past few months, informal consultations with
stakeholders from states and civil society have taken place and an initial draft treaty has
been announced.
The positive message is: the process will continue. How exactly it will continue, is yet
unclear. What is clear is that civil society is now more important than ever, especially in
those countries that have so far been opposed to the process.

We want to use this time, two and a half weeks prior to the next round of negotiations in
Geneva, to gather experts, activists and interested parties from civil society for a workshop,
in order to continue the substantive and strategic debate. We will discuss the current status
of the negotiations as well as the core elements of an international treaty on business and
human rights. We also want to offer an introduction to all those who have not yet dealt with
the process, but want to do so in the future. The aim is to further network civil society,
nationally and internationally, in order to strengthen the alliance for a binding treaty.
Participating organisations at the workshop will be among others, AWID (Association for
Women's Rights in Development), CALS (The Centre for Applied Legal Studies), DIMR
(German Institute for Human Rights), ECCHR (European Center for Constitutional and
Human Rights), FIAN International, Global Policy Forum (GPF), ICJ (International
Commission of Jurists), TNI (Transnational Institute)
Draft program (from 18 July 2018):
2pm – 2:15pm
:15pm Welcome
•
•

Boris Kanzleiter (RLS)
Heike Hänsel (MdB, DIE LINKE)

2:15
2:15pm
15pm – 3:30p
:30pm The Current State of Negotiations / Global South vs. Global North?
•
•
•

Karolin Seitz (GPF)
Akhona Mehlo (Centre for Applied Legal Studies (CALS))
Lola Sanchez (MEP, GUE/NGL)*

Moderation: Eva-Maria Schreiber (MdB, DIE LINKE)
3:30 – 3:45pm Coffee
Coffee break
3:45 – 6pm 3 topic blocs
3:45 – 4:30pm
:30pm The Role of Trade Unions
Unions:
nions: Spectators or
or Actors?
ctors?
• Makbule Sahan (ITUC)
• Carolin Vollmann (DGB)
• Marthe Corbet (CGT)
Moderation: Florian Horn (RLS Brussels)
4:30 – 5:15pm
:15pm Guaranteeing the Protection
Protection of especially vulnerable Groups
Groups – How is
that possible?
possible?
• Miriam Saage-Maß (ECCHR)
• Inna Michaeli (AWID)
• Ana-Maria Suarez-Franco (FIAN International)
Moderation: Zaklin Nastic (MdB, DIE LINKE)
5:15 – 6pm An international Human Rights Court
Court – Utopia or
or Necessity?
ecessity?
• Carlos Lopez (ICJ)
• Christopher Schuller (DIMR)
• Brid Brennan (TNI, stop corporate impunity)
Moderation: Kim Weidenberg (DIE LINKE)

6 – 7pm Break and Snacks
Registration until 17 September with Dorit.Riethmüller@rosalux.org
The workshop will be translated simultaneously German<>English.

*requests
CAN BUSINESS BE TRUSTED
TRUSTED WITH HUMAN RIGHTS?
RIGHTS?
Why intentions are good but rules are better
Film screening and panel discussion
start: 7pm
The global economic order has fallen. The concentration of power of corporations operating
globally is constantly increasing. They secure extensive rights in trade and investment
treaties simply because they can. This concentration of power and the endless pursuit of
profit comes at a cost – serious human rights violations by companies worldwide, many of
which have gone unpunished. This has to change!
Many transnational companies are based in member states of the European Union. On the
global stage, EU countries never tire of presenting themselves as guardians of human
rights, yet they don't seem to be interested to go beyond mere voluntary commitments.
What does this contradiction mean?
Together with our guests, we want to discuss what the European countries could do to
legally regulate human rights worldwide and what role Germany in particular, should play in
this.
We will start at 7 pm with a documentary from 2018. This film sheds light on human rights
violations and environmental damages in the textile sector (with English subtitles).
Program:
Program:
7 – 8pm Film screening

8 – 9:30pm
:30pm Panel discussion
•
•
•
•
•

Michel Brandt (Member of the Bundestag, DIE LINKE)
Irene Maria Plank (Federal Foreign Office)
Akhona Mehlo (Centre for Applied Legal Studies, South Africa)
Julia Duchrow (Brot für die Welt)
Markus Löning (Human Rights & Responsible Business)

Moderation: Caspar Dohmen (economic journalist)
The event will be translated simultaneously German<>English.
Registration: Dorit.Riethmüller@rosalux.org

